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P R O G R A M   N O T E S 
 
For several years now, the creative genius of Stanley Kubrick’s films have been a tremendous inspiration for me as an artist. While the visual poetry and dramatic 
storytelling of his entire oeuvre captivate the mind, one particular Kubrick work has fascinated me the most – 2001: A Space Odyssey. In the fifty years after its 
1968 release, the film’s main narrative (an allegory on the nature of mankind) has spawned countless theories and analyses around the world, all with varying 
interpretations of the mysterious black monolith which plays a transcendental role across each of 2001 ‘s four acts. 
 
In Monolith, I have loosely adapted this same role in a motivic sense against a myriad of other thematic, formal, and musical references to 2001. Beginning with a 
foreboding introduction, a simple ascending motif slowly propels the work through four main sections, guiding the musical textures to higher ‘aural’ dimensions. 
  
Monolith was commissioned by Francis Burke and the Lake Dallas High School Percussion Ensemble (Corinth, TX). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N 
 

Monolith requires 15 players with the following instrumentation: 
 
 
Player 1: Crotales (two octaves), Bow, Rainstick 
Player 2:  Chimes, Glockenspiel, Shakers 
Player 3:  Xylophone, Crash Cymbal (shared) 
Player 4:  Vibraphone 1 
Player 5:  Vibraphone 2, Crystal Glass (C6) 
Player 6:  Vibraphone 3, Suspended Cymbal 
Player 7:  Marimba 1 (4.0-octave), Crystal Glass (A5) 
Player 8:  Marimba 2 (4.0-octave), Crystal Glass (Eb5) 
Player 9:  Marimba 3 (4.3-octave, low A), Crystal Glass (G5) 
Player 10:  Marimba 4 (5.0-octave, low C) 
Player 11:  Timpani, Suspended Cymbal 

Player 12:  Piano 
Player 13: Tam Tam (small), Suspended Cymbals (large & small), Ride 

Cymbal,  
Bell Tree, Concert Toms (4) 

Player 14:  Tam Tam (large), Splash Cymbal, China Cymbal, Hi-Hat, Nasty 
Metal, 
Mark Tree, Upright Bass Drum 

Player 15:  Concert Bass Drum, Sizzle Cymbal, Suspended Cymbal 
(medium), Triangles (small & medium), Claves, Superball 
Mallets
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P E R F O R M A N C E   N O T E S 
 
Crystal Glasses: Four crystal glasses are required to sustain varies eerie harmonies during this work’s middle section and coda (tuned to Eb5, G5, A5, and C6). 
To achieve the pitch-bending effect, tilt the glass while rubbing the glass. Marking the glass with a marker may facilitate pitch accuracy. 
 
Cymbal on Timpani: The diamond notation indicates the estimated pedal position (top line = top of range, etc.) during the gentle rolling of the cymbal. Experiment 
with varying sizes & drums to maximize this effect. 
 
Coda: The final moments of this work should be treated as one single event, which organically unfolds from the final impact of m. 408. In an quasi-erratic fashion, 
all rolling/sustained figures in m. 409 should slowly but naturally decay with the timpanist’s octave-long pitch-bend. During this decrescendo, the crystal glasses 
should enter sporadically to set the aura for the work’s closing moments before it’s elision with the final keyboard phrase. 
 
Mallet Choice: Well-articulated contact sound which is neither thin, brittle, nor too round with a rich fundamental tone may work best for all players.  Since many 
effects (such as echo and hocket) are utilized throughout, players sharing similar material should also match in character. For example, the xylophone should 
sound as an extension of the marimba sound rather than a separate instrument in color. 
 
Cymbal Articulation Markings: Throughout the score, cymbal articulation markings in the percussion players’ represent desired timbres: marcato = sonically-
pointed shoulder crashes; tenuto = “color crashes” with a mellow attack. Any notes without these indications are left to the individual player’s discretion. 
 

P E R C U S S I O N   L E G E N D 
 

 

Small Tam-Tam (Scrape) Four Concert Toms (Low to High) Bell Tree Large Susp. Cym. Small Susp. Cym. Ride Cym. Ride Cym. 
(Bell) 

Large Tam-Tam (Scrape) Impact Bass Drum BD (Rim) Noisy Metal 
(Brake Drum or 

Dampened Gong) 

Mark Tree China Cym. Hi-Hat Splash Cym. 

Concert Bass Drum Claves  
(one resting on BD head) 

Two Triangles Suspended Cymbal Sizzle Cymbal 
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Francisco	Perez	(ASCAP)
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commissioned	by	the	Lake	Dallas	High	School	Percussion	Ensemble	|	Francis	Burke,	director
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